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Goal of this Presentation

By the end 
of this 
presentation, 
participants 
should be 
able to:

Discuss the goals for playing the SMG.

Determine how to get started and learn the rules of the game.

Navigate the teachers support center and manage team 
portfolios.
Discover MCEE resources

Highlight the need for research.

Answer your questions!



WHAT ARE THE 
GOALS OF THE 
STOCK MARKET 
GAME?



The Goal of the 
SMG is to Help 
Students
Understand

Learning how to save and invest will 
help them achieve their financial 
goals.
US and world news and events affect 
their investment decisions.

Playing the SMG helps them 
reinforce math, reading and writing 
skills.
Learning to invest is fun!



SMG is…

An online simulation to teach about investing to meet financial goals.

For grades 4-12

A contest to take $100,000 initial investment and make it grow with investments 
in stocks, bonds and mutual funds.

Offered four times each school year: 10 weeks or 32 weeks.



WHY SHOULD MY 
STUDENTS PLAY 
THE GAME?



Reasons to 
Play the 
Stock Market 
Game

The Stock Market Game TM 
meets the MD College and 
Career Ready Standards by 
encouraging students:

•to use real world context, 
•research companies, 
•interpret texts, 
•analyze data, and 
•problem-solve. 



21st Century 
Skills

Collaboration and Teamwork

Communication

Critical Thinking 

Creativity 

Compromise/Decision Making



HOW DO I GET 
STARTED?



Decide on the Number 
of Students on a Team

• 3-5 students per team



How to Register

• Go to 
www.stockmarketgame.org

• Registration video on the 
website  

http://about:blank


We encourage 
teachers to play 
along with their 
students



Look for emails from mcee@towson.edu

•One email will contain 
your teacher username 
and password along 
with team usernames 
and passwords to 
administer your teams.

•If you (as 
teacher/advisor) play 
the game, there will  be 
another email with your 
username and login 
information.



Sample advisor and team ID’s and passwords
that you receive via email after registering.

Student Team Example: (used by students to make transactions)

MD_20_ZZ565 FOO18124

Teacher Advisor Example: (use this to access lessons and other teacher support)

MD_27_T952675 C2TKORY5



IS THERE A FEE 
TO PLAY THE 
GAME?



Fees

Fees

•Year Long Game - $30 
per team

•Fall or spring Game - $15 
per team



Maryland SMG 
Corporate Sponsors

PNC Foundation College of Business 
and Economics



WHAT ARE THE 
GAME DATES?



Game Dates

Teacher Promo Session

18 AUG. – 5 Sep. 
2025

Yearlong Session
8 Sep. 2025 – 10 Apr. 
2026

Fall Session

6 Oct. – 12 Dec. 2025

Spring Session

2 Feb. – 10 Apr. 2026

Enrichment Spring Session - April 
13, 2026 - June 5, 2026 (non- 
competitive)

13 Apr. – 5 June 2026



WHAT 
RESOURCES ARE 
AVAILABLE?



www.stockmarketgame.orgwww.stockmarketgame.org

http://www.stockmarketgame.org/


•Team IDs and Passwords
•Tools for Teachers and Students
•Program Rules
•SMG Essential Syllabus
•Program Units & Lessons
•Rankings
•InvestWrite



WWW.STOCKMARKETGAME.ORG



Program Units and Lessons 

Understanding the Stock Market Game

Before You Invest
What is a Company?

What is a Stock?

Identifying Ticker Symbols and Interpreting Stock Quotes

Selecting Your Investments
What is Diversification

Stock Research Guide

What is Risk?

Tracking Your Investments
What causes stock process to change?

Buy Sell or Hold?

Reflections How Successful Was My Investment?





Advisor’s Guide



WHAT ARE THE 
RULES OF THE 
GAME?



Rules for Playing the Game

Each team begins with 
$100,000

Interest is charged on 
negative cash balances at 

7%; positive cash 
balances earn 0.75%

Teams may trade Common 
Stocks, Mutual Funds listed 

on the NASDAQ Stock 
Market or NY Stock 

Exchange.

  

Minimum transaction 
when buying stock is 10 
shares. Investors may sell 

fewer than 10 shares.

Minimum of 5 trades 
during the fall and spring 

competition; yearlong 
game requires at least 5 
trades each semester.

Stocks must sell for at 
least $3 per share when 
buying or short selling

A $5 broker’s fee is 
charged on all 
transactions.

Trades entered before 
4PM E.T. will be entered 
at the “real time” price.

Trades entered after 
4PM E.T. will be entered 
at the next day’s opening 

price.

No more than 20% can 
be invested in any one 
stock or mutual fund – 

including margin.

Consult the rules for 
details regarding short-

selling, stock splits, 
bonds, and other 

situations



WHAT DOES THE 
STUDENT 
PORTFOLIO 
PAGE LOOK LIKE?



Team Portfolio Home Page





News and Ticker Symbols

10/31/2024



Account 
Holdings







Pending Orders



WHAT SHOULD I DO 
WITH MY STUDENTS 
BEFORE THE GAME 
BEGINS?



Teach the Steps of Building Consensus

1

Brainstorm

2

Evaluate

3

Discuss

4

Decide



Team Passwords & 
Transactions

It is very important to require that 
team members:
•NOT make transactions without 
the team’s permission.
•Keep team ID’s and passwords 
a secret from other teams.



Ask this Question

•What is 
the difference 
between saving
and investing?



Explain the 
Difference 
Between Long-
Term and Short-
Term Investing?

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA.

https://ecampusontario.pressbooks.pub/commbusprofcdn/chapter/divergent-cultural-characteristics/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Explain How to Make Money in the SMG

1

Buy low, sell 
high – this is a 
long position

2

Accumulate dividends 
(a share of the profits) 
by holding on to the 
stock.

3

Interest income



Explain…
What is 
Company?

Explain that a corporation is a 
business that sells stock to raise 
money. 

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY-NC

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 
under CC BY-NC-ND

https://freepngimg.com/png/32190-pepsi-logo
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://occupyoakland.org/2011/11/pepsico-quaker-oats-gmo-youre-on-your-own/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Discuss the Concepts of Volatility & 
Diversification

Explain that the stock market is volatile and must be watched 
closely but does respond to the forces of supply and demand, 
and current events. 

Explain that diversification is important to limit the risk of short-
term downturns in the market.



WHAT ABOUT 
RESEARCHING 
STOCKS?
Where do I Start?



Researching Stocks

•Students of all ages can research 
stocks.
•NEVER suggest that you know more 
about picking stocks than your 
students. 
•You should not make investment 
recommendations.
•Require them to make the picks and be 
able to justify them.



Our Favorite Stock Research Websites

• General Stock Information
• Yahoo Finance

• www.yahoofinance.com 

• Latest News
• CNBC

• www.cnbc.com 
• Market Watch

• www.marketwatch.com 

• Looking up Parent Companies
• Wikipedia

• www.wikipedia.com

• Advanced Research
• Morning Star

• https://www.morningstar.com/

• Mutual Funds
• www.ici.org 

• Statistics
• www.finviz.com 

http://www.yahoofinance.com/
http://www.yahoofinance.com/
http://www.cnbc.com/
http://www.cnbc.com/
http://www.marketwatch.com/
http://www.marketwatch.com/
http://www.wikipedia.com/
http://www.wikipedia.com/
https://www.morningstar.com/
https://www.morningstar.com/
http://www.ici.org
http://www.ici.org
http://www.finviz.com
http://www.finviz.com


Explain the 
Purpose of Ticker 
Symbols

•Show students how 
to look up 
companies’ ticker 
symbols and share 
prices on the 
internet. 

https://finance.yahoo.com/ 

https://finance.yahoo.com/




Purchase 
Ticket 
Guidelines 
and Example

When you buy a stock, please record the total 
cost including commission:
 Base Cost Price of stock per share x total 
number of shares purchased

 +  Commission ($5.00)
 =  Total Cost

 Example:

 Buy 100 shares of Coca Cola Industries (KO)
 Base Cost $41.94 x 100 = $4,194
 +  $5.00 
 =  $4,199.



ARE THERE 
ENRICHMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES?



▪Students write essays based on  
investing themes/prompts
▪Prizes for grades 3-5, 6-8, & 9-12
▪Separate Awards for Fall and Spring
▪https://www.investwrite.org/



Poster Contest

• Grades K-8

• Economic concepts: 
• scarcity
• natural, human and capital resources
• opportunity cost
• producers and
• consumers
• goods and services.

• Personal finance concepts: 
• savings & Investing, 
• taxes
• markets
• sources of income
• philanthropy. 



Poetry Contest

• All grades
• Using financial literacy terms, 
students write a poem and 
record a 2 minute
• Verse, slam a rap or a song

• Time frame: “Financial 
Literacy” month, April 2025



Stay Connected

Website – econed.org 
Facebook – Maryland Council 
on Economic Education and MD 

Stock Market Game Educators
Instagram - mdeconed
X - @mdeconed



What about 
Professional 
Development for 
Teachers?
HTTPS://ECONED.ORG/EVENTS 

https://econed.org/Events


Thank you for 
your time --- 
we hope to 
see you at 
the Awards 
Ceremony.



CONTACT MARY METZLER, 

MMETZLER@TOWSON.EDU

mailto:MMETZLER@TOWSON.EDU


Survey

HTTPS://DOCS.GOOGLE.COM/FORMS/D/E/1FAIPQLSFOSTUCRXGBIYDDLMJTDFFLNXAV-TT_UEWX_XCKJRKKXSOYFA/VIEWFORM
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