[image: Stock Market Game | DECA Direct Online][image: The Stock Market Game | Illinois Bankers][image: A red rectangle with green rectangle on black background

Description automatically generated]


Maryland State InvestWrite Winner - Middle School
Student: Johns W
Teacher: Felicity Ross
Francis Scott Key Elem/Middle

[bookmark: _Hlk176772490]What’s your dream for the future? What did you learn in the Stock Market Game that could help you achieve this dream? If you had $10,000 to invest now, what would you invest in, including at least one of your Stock Market Game investments, to achieve your dream in 10 years?

The Stock Market Game may have been one of the best classroom experiences I have had in a while. While this game may seem small, it has done much for me. Through the Stock Market Game, I have learned how to handle my money and make it work for me. This game has taught me about investments, equity, market values, and how to find a trend in stocks. All of this was taught to me and my peers from a seemingly simple game, that most likely has changed my life from now on.

Since I was young, I have wanted to start a successful business and become a true entrepreneur. Since then, I have made my own business; Earbud Buddy, a cleaner that won’t break your earbuds. With Earbud Buddy, I have always seen it as a way that if it became a reality, would set up the future of me and my family. Because I knew how much Earbud Buddy could help me and my family's future, I worked hard and made it very far in many competitions, but I have always struggled with getting the funding to produce my business on a large enough scale to sell it. This is where the Stock Market Game came in. 

With the Stock Market Game, I learned that I could make my money work for me. After I learned this, I set up my own bank account and investment portfolio under the supervision of my parents. Because of this, my money has been working for me, and I have made a lot. After a while, I will keep my money building up, which will help me get funds for my business. This extra income has been and will be hugely helpful to the future of my business. 

September 18, 2024, was the day that me and my class were introduced to the Stock Market Game. With the Stock Market Game, we were presented with some tough decisions. Me and three other friends looked at a mountain of stocks and $100,000 to invest with. This looked really scary at the beginning, but over time, we found a way to thrive. Once presented with the opportunity, we went to many sources to find which stocks were thriving. After a lot of research, we found Nvidia, which had been doing very well in the past. We also found Amazon, which had gone down for one day, meaning it was cheap. We already knew that Amazon was a big company, so the stock must be worth buying. Our final idea was to find some stocks that would be seasonal, like toy producer stocks for Christmas and some candy producer stocks for Halloween.

If I were to start a $10,000 stock portfolio, I believe I would do similar things that I would with the Stock Market Game. I would invest in very solid stocks that are related to very popular companies. This would help slowly grow revenue. I would also invest in trending stocks, like stocks that go up for the holidays or stocks that are becoming popular because of social media. Ten thousand dollars is a lot of money, so I would find as much financial advice as possible, whether that be through my grandparents who are very advanced in stocks, or through social media, where I could watch videos to learn more or find a personal mentor to teach me more. If this $10,000 were real, I could do so much with it. I would invest a ton, but then also invest money into my business, which is my dream. I would put money into my business so that I can get a website, popularize it with ads, and then improve and sell my product to all the people in the world that I know need it. It may seem crazy, but the Stock Market Game has taught me so much about investing and making money work for me so that I can sustain my future.

The Stock Market Game has helped me set a plan for my life in the future, and how I can make my dream of running my own business, Earbud Buddy, come true. The game may seem simple on the outside, but once I dove into it, my life genuinely changed. This game helped me learn about investments, equity, market values, and how to find a trend in stocks, which makes a big impact. If I were able to tell people about my experience with the Stock Market Game, I truly believe that they would be convinced just by how much it has changed me. What seemed like a giant mountain to climb now seems like a pebble, all thanks to the Stock Market Game.



image1.jpeg
W Rios.
!llll GAME.




image2.png
Sy .
- mvestirie




image3.png
MARYLAND
MC COUNCILON
E ECONOMIC
EDUCATION




